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 Flood Insurance Rate Maps 

 1% chance in any given year 
 Foundation for local permitting 
 

 Regulations 
 Via local ordinance adoption 
 Standards for floodplain development 

 
 Flood Insurance 

 Federally backed 
 Can be purchased in participating communities 
 If it can be found in private market…very expensive!  

 



National Flood Insurance 

Program 

 

 Voluntary: approx. 93% participation 

 LUPC participates on behalf of unorganized 

 Communities adopt standards for 
development in mapped flood hazard areas 

 In exchange, federally backed flood 
insurance can be sold 

 Disaster Assistance 

 Mitigation Grants/MEMA 



Maine Floodplain 

Management Program 

 Help communities adopt and maintain NFIP 

compliance 

 Technical Assistance 

 Training: local officials, surveyors, insurance agents 

 Public Outreach/informational material 

 Coordinate FEMA flood mapping at state level 

 

 



Flood Insurance rate Maps 



Flood Insurance rate Maps 



Floodplain Management 

Regulations 
Key regulatory criteria: 

1. Permits are required for ALL 
development in the SFHA 

2. Encroachments in the regulatory 
Floodway are prohibited 

3. Lowest floor at 1’ above base flood 
elevation for new construction or 

substantial improvement (50% or more 
improvement) 

4. Elevation/floodproofing of building 
utilities 

5. Anchoring/elevation to resist 

flotation/mobilization 
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Open foundation (posts, piles, piers, columns) 

Lowest 

Floor 

BFE 





Hydraulic 

Opening 

(typical) 

Lowest 

 Floor 

BFE 

Continuous Foundation Wall with crawlspace 



Hydraulic Openings/Flood Vents 

Zone A, A1-30, AE and AH 

Standards for openings: 

 

o No human intervention 

 

o Meet minimum ordinance 

criteria 1” for every sq. ft. 

area) or be designed by 

P.E. 

 



Elevation 

(V1-30 and VE)  The elevation 
reference 
level is 
different 

 

 A Zones: Top 
of the lowest 
floor 

 

 V Zones: 
Bottom of 
the “lowest 
horizontal 
member” 

V Zone 

  

A Zone 

  



Flood Insurance 

 Home/business insurance does NOT cover 

flood losses 

 Flood insurance only mandatory when 

borrowing from a federally backed lender 

 30 day waiting period 

 5 day waiting period in conjunction with a loan 



Flood Insurance 

Common Myths 

 No need for flood insurance because I will get 
federal disaster aid 

 Flood insurance is only available to 
homeowners 

 Can’t get insurance because I do/do not live 
in a flood hazard area 

 



Flood Insurance 

It’s Complicated! 

HFIAA 2014 

Fact 

sheets 



April 1, 2015 Insurance 

Changes 

www.FloodSmart.gov www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform 

  

http://www.floodsmart.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform


www.floodsmart.gov 

• How to prepare for a flood 

• Assess your risk 

• Estimate cost for flood insurance 

• Find a local insurance agent 

• Links to community based 

information 



Know the risk…. 
…where you live or work 
 
 …build/improve sustainably 
 

  …take steps to protect  
  your investment 
 


